Charity Fair
Advice for schools

Some schools choose to host a charity fair as part of their YPI delivery. This event forms part of the
research process which helps pupils shortlist their chosen charities.
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Things to consider when organising a charity fair:

« Send out invitations, explain the format of the fair, how long the event is expected to last, share the
judging criteria and explain how this will form the basis for student questions.

Explain that a charity fair is part of the YPI research stage and pupils will be selecting their charities
following the event — encourage charities to invite further engagement from pupils via virtual or in
person meetings. Please note that a charity fair contact should not be seen as meaningful engagement
with the charity and any further engagement should be in line with the schools and charities own
safeguarding procedures.

Prepare pupils for the event — what questions should they ask, and how will they collate their
information?

There are many format options. Some schools choose to space each charity stall in the assembly hall
with the whole year group coming at once. Other schools prefer to split the participating year into
smaller groups — perhaps 4 groups over 2 periods would work well. Alternatively, some schools ask
charities to rotate around classes and spend 10 minutes talking to each class. You could also host a
Q&A panel session or a speed dating format.

Share charity contact details with your DYW coordinator and wider school community to foster
ongoing partnership opportunities.

Share photos on social media.

Write about the charity fair in your newsletter.

« Consider a YPI section on your school website with links to all supporting charities.



https://ypiscotland.org.uk/charity-fair-preparation-elgin-academy/

